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POLITICAL   PARTIES

I HAVE no intention of raising controversies by speaking
of the political parties. My aim is to inform readers
objectively of what I believe to be the truth.

Political parties have been dissolved in France. More-
over, their activity has been reduced for the most part to
the exertions of a few ardent spirits working without
official guidance. Their activities are, of necessity,
clandestine.

I have purposely mentioned only the five parties which,
to my mind, represented French opinion in pre-war days
in the Chamber of Deputies or the country. I have
ignored the minor groups, or sub-groups, which had a
more or less important representation in Parliament but
will disappear from the political stage whatever the
outcome of the present conflict.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The Communist Party remains active. It is the only
disciplined force, and has never slackened its efforts. In
the present circumstances it has adapted itself for under-
ground activity, particularly by setting up "cells."

The communists have not forsaken their ideology, and
they look to the triumph of Russia for realisation of the
new world of their dreams. There can be no doubt that
they inspire many of the acts of sabotage in factories and
encourage resistance by every means. The Germans claim
that communists are behind the attacks on Germans in
Paris. The talks which I have had with various com-
munists do not aUow me to confirm or deny this.

The Commimist Party is certainly the only one which
produced but few "collaborators/'
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